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Mt. Sinai." "A.nd the smo,ke thereof
cended as the smoke of a furnace,
the whole mount qrraked
(ClTapter 20) "And when the peo,ple
it, they removed, and stood afar off,
they said unto Mo,ses, Speak thou
us, and we wil l hear: but , let not

thnugh. clifferent, were elaborate
complete and really began centu,ries

guided by His star to the trab'e in
manger.

In the beginning of the minist lJ
Jesus, ' i t  was announced by John
Baptist, His herald. And when John
J.sr-rs he said, "Behold the Lanrb
God." "And I saw, and bare record
th iq is  the Son of  God."
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ttir." Atto it is said of Him: "Jes

Nazareth, a man approved of God
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vou by miracles and wonders a

which God did bY Him."

"ther.e w.as a darknes over all t

" three hours. "The veil of t

, io *ut rent;....the earth did qua

il the rocks rent." At His resurr
"There was a great earthqua

the angel of the Lord descenc
heaven ... And for fear o'f h

keepers did shake, a.ntl became
men." What extensive and mira
0 t  e i )R , ' z t t rOnS l

I series of proparations and v

to the divinity of Jesus Chr
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When a n,ation or people b:come in-
corrigible and there is no ho,pe of re-
pen,ta.nce o.r reform, judgment may fall
suddenly. Where there is any prospect
of their be{ng restored, opportun,ity for
warning, witness, escatr)e and prepara-
tion is given, as may be seen in histo,ry,

For example, the Lord prophesied the
flood more than a hundred years before
it came, He m,ade Noah, the a,rk builder,
"a preacher of righteousness," and he
warned th,e race of their doorn.

There rvere many witnesses from Gcd
to the Gentiles nations at various times,
such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, ancl
l lelchizeclek in C.anaan; Moses, Joseph
and Jacob in Egyp! Nehemiah, Daniel
and Ezeiriel in palaces of .the heathen;
l rot  ln : iodom.

Though the Lo,rd, "fn times past suf-
fered all n'ations to walk in their own
wai's, nevertheless IIe left not Hrimself
without witness, in that He did goocl,
and gave us rain from heaven, and fruit-
ful seasons, f i l l ing our hea,rts with foo,cl
and gladness," Acts 14:17.

On thosc occasions when Jehovah sent
specia,l visitations to mankind, we m'ight
rvell expect, as there were, both elabor-
ate and extensive preparations and an-
nouncements: as at the call of Moses,
Joseph, Davicl, ancl on many o,ther cails
and occasions,

One of these great, imlrortant, special
visitations of Jehovah was the giving of
the law to l\{oses at Sinai. First. Israel.
a nation of slaves, saw themselves freecl
through the dlead.ful judgments c.f
Jehovah upon the Egyptian.s, ending in
the drowning of Pharaoh and his army,
.,vhile they, fsrael, passed saf'ely through
the Red Sea o,n dry land. "And the peo-
ple feared Jehovah, and bel'ievecl
Jehovah, and His servant Moses."

ar the arrest of Jesus, when He al

,""a. 'f am He, they went backwa

,a-f.tf to the ground." At the death

fore He came. In fact Gocl has and of His being in authoritY and
taken rnrrch care ancl qreat nains to

's 
fo,reordained plan. "Knorwn u

fornr mankincl of His benevo,lent are all His works from the be€
for their rvelfare. Bible h,istory a ing of the world," And all H,is wo
wiih descriptions and foretell ings of arc done according: to "the determin

eounsel and forekno'r,!'ledge o,f G(coming. 1![any i l , i racu]ous occur
annonnced His arrival, An anEel vi ts 15:18: 2:2&
Mary ancl Zechariah, ancl 11r'eams
to Jose,ph. The Prophetic Spirit
forth. At the bjrth of J:sus, angel
appearecl to shepherds, sending then and miracles. of which we h
the babe, and fi l . lecl the air with h but touched. the margin, and especi

stnce there is such a wealth of p'repr
hou and test'imony connected with
apllcarance as the Man'of Galilee, t
sutelY FIis great coming as KING
lovereign Possessor o'f the entire wc
would be heralded with the most e'a
at€ and extensive prepara.tions, t(
IonY and working that could be in
rned.

lv entirem. Wise men from the east

At His baptism, Jesus received
witness by "a voice..,,from Heaven
said, Thou are my beloved Son; In

Since we see that Jehovah has beer
clueful to keep the race informed
they rvould only listen and believe

The shallow stanrlarcls of Christia
and its prc,fessors of various sects,
Yue to that awful "t lagedy" of the
leetion and neglect of the gift of

Preparation
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for Israel to meet Go,cl.
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t l  thrc,ugh His ministrY. And
Preparations for the c.oming o,f see there was a most continur
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,,n well pleased." "And the Hoiy Ghost

l"..end"d in boti i ly form like a dove up-

l"-Hi*." Also it is said of Him: "Jesus

^t Nazareth, a man approved of God a-

fnne xou by miracles and wond:rs and

,lenr, whictt God did bY Him."

At the arrest of Jesus, when He ans-

wered, "I am He, theY went backward,
onrl fell to the ground." At the death of

irrur, "tn.." was a darknes over all the

earth," three hours. "The veil of the
tumlrlc was rent;....the earth did quake,

and the rocks rent." At His res,urr€c-
tion, "There wa,s a great earthquake:
for, the angel of the Lord descended
from heaven ... And for fear o,f him
the keepcrs did shake, and became as
dearl men." What extensive and miracu-
lou.s l lt ei)n' rtt lonsJ

lire Lcrul i:aptized about 120 in tht:
Hcly  Spi r i t ,  t i ;ev having be- .n pro ler ' i .y
prepaletl t lrrr-,trgh His ministry, And sr
we see there was a most co,ntinuous
careful series of pre.parations and wit-
nesses to the divinity of Jes,us Christ,
and of His bein.g in authority and in
God's fo,reordained plan. "Knorwn unto
God are all His works from the begin-
ning of the wo,rlcl." And all H'is works
arc clone according to "the determinate
counsel and forekno,wledge of Gocl."
Acts 15:18; 2:23.

Since we see that Jehovah has been so
cereful to keep the race informed, if
they would only l isten a,nd believe His

and miracles. o,f  which we have
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Holy Spirti as origina.l ly given, and con-
sequent pull ing do:wn of so-called Bible
teachers and their teachings to tl-re na-
tural plane, instead of bein,g Jed and
taugtrt by the Holy Spirit in gifts o,f
prophecy, wisdo,m, knowledge and reve-
lation as they should be"

As a result, though there are many
books treating on prophecy and the sec-
ond coming of Christ, most of them are
written almost entirely on the natural
p,lane. Some o,f the very most essest,ial
and valuable knowledge is almost un-
knorvn today, when it is so needf ul.
They neglect and leave o,ut teachings on
PREPARATION, although knowing how
and 'what preparations are mo,st n ces-
sary and o,f highest import,ance. This
leaves the people of God ignorant and
unprepared for the terri{ic occasions
just aheacl. As it was in Noah's t'ime, so
now, thc g'reat mass of be,lievers know
not the sto,rm which is soon coming up-
on an unprepared,wor ld.

Because o.f these natur,al teachers, hav-
but l i tt le ' i f any Spirit r.evela,tion or di-
vine i l luminaton, the Lord's peolrle are
in the dark. They do'not know of an es-
sential p'reparabion for the coming of
the Lord. They do not understancl how
searchi.ng, tho,r'ough antl exacting that
prepar'ation is. It is wrought by the
Lorcl Jesus through the inward working
power o'f the Holy Spirit. Thcugh
taught in many scrip'tures, it requires
diivine revelatio'n o,f the Spirit to under-
stand and see it. for "the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God." IJnless these teachings by the Holy
Spirit are kno,wn ancl entered 'into, you
cannot hope to meet the issu,e ncr be
prepared to meet the Lord at His com-
ing.

Jesus was emphatic: He said, "Watch
ye therefore, and pray always, that ve
may fg acco,unted worthy to escape all
these thin,gs that shall corne to pass, and
to stand be,fore the So,n of Man." Again
we read, "Be ye therefore READY also:

nut touched the margin, and especial ly
stnce there is such a wealt ir  of prepara,-
ttott and test'imorry connected with His
appcarance as the Man of Galilee, then
surely FIis great coming as KING and
uovereign Possessor of the entire world.
wou ld  be  hera lded w i th  the  most  e 'abor .
at/e and extensive pleparatio,ns, testi-

and working that could be imag-
rned.

The shallow stanrlarcls of Christianity
Id its professors of various sects. are

lue.to that awful "tr.agedy" of the rlc,
Jection and neglect of the gift of the
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for the Son of Man cometh at an hour
when ye think not."

These warnings to ge,t READY are ad-
dressed to His disciple,s and do not agrere
with the teachin,gs that all who havc
heen born again are rn rhe Bridr:, but
poir-rt to an essential preparation. Mil-
lions of believers are vgithc.rut this- pre-
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paration, and are thus led into a
security, and their unprepared s;taie
compel them tt, face the antichi'ist,
go through the storm orf iudgtnent
beiJinning and corning on the
This crime of missing the tr'uth is
ing multitudes to fall into a snare. It
unthinkable in its consequences.

To many earnest Pastors todaY the
realization of the imperative need fo'r
wid,es'p'read sp,iritual revival has becorne
so keen that it rests on their hearts as a
constant an<l a,lmost unbearable burden,
They see the world facing tremendous

lrroblems as the war draws t'o ts end.'
and the Church unable to present a truly
effective witness becatrse of an inner l i fe
that is slowiy declining in spite of the
activity displayecl in various ways. We
are mo,v ng into a cloudy future, and no
ecclesia.stical statesmanship can fo'resee
or provide for the eventualities that will
be encountered. To say that God wil l be
rvith us as He has been in the pa.st is not
true unless our people are w'ith God as
they have been in the past, fo'r divine
gra.ce ancl guidance are largely contin-
gent on obedience and faith.

One of the dangers that the Word of
ti'uth ind'icates for the Church is the un-
conscio,us waning of love. It is this that
causes concern in many watchful minds.
The people of the Lord are abo'unding in
rvorks and overflowing in l iberality;
they are zealous for orthodoxy a,nd fo'r
fundarrental theoLogy; they are quick to
detect and conclemn her,esy, whether in

sponsibil i ty of every child of the l ' t
who knows the need to crY earnestlY
Gocl for the Spirit of grace and of

l l l ication upon himself and his f
As the Holy One brings conviction to
heart, the comp,ulsion to PraY ts
powering. And it is only when a
of convictecl hearts throughout
rvidely flung ranks unite w'ith one
pur[),ose to obtain blessing that the
vival from on high will com'e. "i
pour water on him that is thirsty,".
,oy.-ott the ionging soul; "and fl
on the dry ground"-on the
Christians rouncl about. Thus the
fielcl will receive the showers o,f
and th,e ,love of God will again
among us. -The Christian
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t,he tiny sect or the great denom
But the passion for God is lacking
the effect ,is m,anifest in a failure o'f
aration and a graclual oblitera^ting o{
bo,unclaries between the people of

ancl th,e world arouncl about them.

natural sequence indiviclual witnessi
and tract distrib'ution are slowing
ancl the rt'inning of sou.ls is lessening.

We must feel the burclen before
will strive for its reinoval. It is the
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lThis is the first of a series of
the author about the Tribal '

China'l

She rvas ignorant, belo'w

inese country worman rn
mental vigor. But she
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in that section had becor
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hundred" The gatherings r
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weil known, and their imtr
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well  enpugh for the , inferic
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" B,ut no Chinese v

being m,ixed up in this fo,r
Jesus-religion. Eve

did see so,me o,f the truth v
oPenly acknow,le'dge it, fo,'

.reProach it would bring frr
elr friends.
*trs. Shi was a,ware o'f a,ll t,L
e'.also o'f the fact tha,t this
t(t not be a very bad thing.


