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Discernnnent
Seeley D. Kinne

Discernment is a divinely iui:a.r:tec1 abil i ty,
conveyed upon the senses, upon the ;:rind, upln
the affections, anddifferent facult ies of rnan,s
nattrre, which enables him to understand, discern
and tel l  the motives, purposes, intents, nature
and  sp i r i t  t ha t  move  men  in the i r  ac t i v i t i eso r
_l iug!, although to the natural sight thev mav
be hidden.

Many people have a good poriion of na_tural
discernment bywhlch they knorv peopleandcon-
dit ions, but this is not discel;: :nent h5, the
Spiri t" Natural- discernment fai is whl" i t
coryeq to the great mysteries of the spir i t  world
and the realm of spir i tual acLi,, , i i ies. Tlr"s"
are invisibie to the natural man nor can he
penetrafe then, nor solve their hiclclen things.
_ "The things of Gocl knoweilr :xo njiln) but Ihe
Spir i t  o f  God."  "The natura i  na i i  receiveth
riot the _things of the Spir i t  of Gr-,.r j . :  for they
are foolishness unto him: neither ca-n he know
them for they are spir i tual1y .U."*"n"J., i"-- i i
C a r . 2 : I 4 ) .

I lence i t  is ,  necessi ty  ar ises fora sp i r i tua l
eye-opener, i f  we are to l  ive i ia toUch l;vith
God and the th ings rhat  per ta in  to the Kingdo;
of  Gcd.  This  sp i r i tua l  s ight  is  ca l led ? is-
cernment or else lrnowleclge" i t  pertair:s not
oniy to what we have rnenlionec,l,  hut aiso to
the state, nature and condit iorr of people ,n:ho
a"re in this earthly l i fe, some of n,irom lre fal len
and become the habitation of e,,r i l  spir i ts and
are t inder the control ofal l  sorts of *nrotions,
motives, desires and purposes, rvhictrr ,"fy i fr"
discerning touch of the Spir i t  of G,cd is abie
to reveal. This is greatly neecled forthe pro_
tection of the Church a'd indirr ir luals, un.tr-fo,
l ight to see how to deliver the iaeedy and bound.

Fersons sometirnes pray for cliscc:rnment, nho,
after they have received, woulcl be glad i i
they were without i t .  A wonia.n cnce received
a. clear strong gift  of discernment" At the
altar she dealt with seekers as she san, their
state by the l ight of t trre Spir i t ,  but she was
so misunderstood and persecuted f,r:rr it that she
did not know what to do. Another was gil,en a
gift to see right through people and knoir ilreir
state and teltr their sins thit were hidden to
man's eyes. But from this she shra.nk. trt was a
great  cross.  Yetone should be wi i l ing to  bear
such a cross for the sake of jesus, and the
good that couldbe clone thereby hc1_h in protec_
tion, deliverance and in freeing thcse b,:nnd.

A foundation principle of discerninent is

that i t  begins at home. One should know h;^
own nature, motives, attitucles and purpo;;'
rightly to see that of others. Ifuman naturo
is prone to see others' faults, faifur..  

"qi i

errors and be bl ind to one's own. l f  ore 
- i ,

faithful to ivatch orrer and crit icir" t  iu 
-^. i l

act iv i t ies and the mot ives that  l ie  b .h; ; ;
lh9*, he may see how greattry t u tri*self n..Os
help, and ofttimes atlhe very point ,frur.ji
had judged others.

"Judge not that ye be not judged.,, ,,I{herein
tirou judgest anoiher thou condJmn".t -,hyuuil'
fo,r thou that judges;t doest the sumu iloingsi
( M t .  7 : I ;  R o m .  2 : 1 ) .

True discernment must be grounded in love,
compassion and unself ish consideration to,
others. Is i t  not for lack of love that God
has so l i t t le  t rustedus n i th  d iscernment? l , { is .
u ; ing th is  g i t t  by care less ly  reveal ing th i i ls
shown bythe Spir i t  by disceirrment isa seniols
breach of faith with the Lcrd and wii l  cause
the one in  fau l t  to  fa i l  o f  such g i f t .

There are several kinds and clJgrees of dis.
cernment, which are given for different pu.
poses and uses, according as the gift  is , .". , lrd
for protection, diu"overy of danfer and means
of  de l ivery,  and toshow wherr :  d i f f  icu l t ies l ie

Another reason for part ial and diff e rerit
impartations of cl iscernment is found in the ex.
pressed law of divine giving, vrhich is accord.
ing to  the wi l l  o f  God ancl - 'ab i l i ty  o f  the re.
cipient, 

. ."D_ividi49 to every man several ly as
He wi l l .  "  "To every man accord ing to  h is  a,

of the Lord, and receives a gracioi :s large gi f
of discernment. $uch natrr*a o"" very se,rrri
t ive.  to  the presence and c lua l i ty  o f  sp i r i t ; ,
whether they he h'uman spir i ts in bc,dies of f  iesir,

bi I  i  ty" .(1 Cor. 12:II;  h{t.  2D; LS).'Where a human spir i t  is natural ly sensit lve
to spir i tual condit ions, when washed in ihe
blood of Jesus ancl anointecl with the l l i l l
Spir i t ,_he frequently becornes i l  special vessl l
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or satanic, or heavenly spir i ts.
Al1 spir i t  beings ha're about thern an ;;tru,:,s.

phere which is of the nature ancl characier. irf
the sp i r i t  i tse l f .  A i l  sp i r i t  i re ings n lay 1, ,
heard, felt ,  smelle,C, ancl t isted, providecl i . j r ,  r. ,_
is the essential openiirg c,f ihe senses t,. .
spir i tual presences, rvroughl by i lre Ho15. gpir.11'.
This atnrospherr, u.tr.our,. l i ,rg spir i t t iui b"i,rg.,,
has odor, savor and feeling.-

- Paul, Peter, Davicl, [braharn, and i;]a!jl.
a.thers, saw ,angels.  $o powee-ful  ai :d gr l ; l i  , :
_t_hot atmosphere lhat is ri:anif,ested lvhere tl.;
Holy Spir i t  appears, tho-t  a blue cloucl  has
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often been seen hovering over a congregation
r;here the power of God was manifested. And
c' f  such manifesta-t ion we read in the Bible:

"The house was f  i i l ed  i v i th  s i loke . "  "The
gicry of Jeho-rah f i t r t red thehouse." "The cloud
':,.bade thereon and the glor5r 6f Jehovah f il led
the  tabernac t re"  ( l sa .  E :4 ;  2  Chron.  7 :1 :  Ex .
4 0 : 3 5 ) .

That angel spirits, bc,th good and bad, have
:. .,roice and that there are spiritual sounds is
e.r ident:

"lYhen thou hearest a sour.d of going in the
tcp of the mulberry trees. " "The sound of a
ruslr ing mightS' wind" (Z Sam. 5:24; Acts 2:2\.

Spir i tual srnell  is plainly taught by the
preparation of the most ccstlyand richest per-
fulre for the tabernacle service that could be
produced. 0f JesusJ the Bridegroom King, i t
is said, "Because of the savor of Thy good
ointments, Thy narne is as ointmentpouredforth.
Therefore, do the virgins love Thee. "

As to taste, we read, "0, taste and see that
the Lord is good." "His frui i  was sweet to my
taste. " Fentecostal people have taited dis-
i inctiy the power of God on their tongues.
0thers have smelied .the r ichest fragrance in
neetings. Mr. Brelsford, a missionary to Egypt,
now gone to heaven, could srr iel l  denons wher.
e-, 'er they were near the platform in meetings.

0f the f ive senses, the sense of feel ing is
nost  widely  d i f fused,  as i t  is  located i r  the
ner.,/es which enter every organof the body. By
this sense we a.re macle aware of every condition
of confort or suffering.

Frogress of the Lcrcd's Work
Detro i t ,  Mich.

The Lord has beenso precious to us. I [e had
a wonderful outpouring in the school, start ing
0n November seventh. The members of the
Senior Class and I were in the class room down-
stairs when the Lord began to talk to us. I
became so inebriated in the Spir i t  that I was
slain under the power of God. I remained in
this state of inebriat ion for three days. The
Lord poured out His Spirit in such a mighty
way that we could have no classes. No one
seened to care to eat. The students were pros-
trated everywhere in the buildingby the Spir i t .
une young lady from Gainesboro, Tennessee,
while lying in the hali  on her face, came
ihrough to her baptism. Another young lady
vras prostrated atrout noon on Thursday, November
ninth. she prophesied throughout thai afternoon.
tshe was as sti f f  as one dead. At 6:80 p. M.

we carried her to her room. She came to
self two hours later.

h{ary Shepard was taken to heaven the
afternoon. The Lord showed her the gatr
the city. Three boys and two gir ls were s
ing in the Spir i t  in tongues and irrterpre
in English. Al l  were in the conpiete un
of the Spir i t" People, upon corning into
buildirg, tremblecl. Three of our number
ceived the gift  of tongues and others pr
esied on the sane clay. The povrer of God
not l i f t  unti l  Saturday. We have had I
outpor-ri:ings of the Spirit, six and even e
slain under the power of God at one t ime,
the wortrr beginning on November seventh ecl
ed al l  previous outpourings.

On November sertenth, the Lorcl spoke thr,
prophecy, instructing nie to open up a
place on the east  s ide of  Detro i t ,  prorn i
to bless the work and save rnany souls.',old us that when the wor:ld rvould be in n
we would fiourish and that FIe would comr
II is blessing upon the work.

Under the Lord's leading, rve locate'bu i ld ing 
wi th  aseat ing capaci ty  of  about  t l

hundrecl and fifty. The Lord is moving, pri
His drar Nan'ie. Thanl<sgiving night we hi
packed hotise at the church on Fort Str.,
They had to place chatirs in i ,he aisles.
had the Lord's supper, feet washing and
breaking of breacl at the close.

0* December f irst, we dedicated our
place cn the East Side. The Lord met us
a mighty way. A man went to the a
and was saved. A young married woman
slain between the seats and the Lord se
her there.

We have thirty-six in our clay school
seventeen in night school, so you see I t
my hands ful l .  We ordainbd Brother Ler
as assistant pastor for the work here and r
Brother Sleadnan and his wife. who are
present  ho ld ing serv ices at  Gal l ia ,  Ohi r

II/e rejoice to hear that Brother Spencer
Brother John Price comtemplate being wii l
during the holidays.

In His glad service,
Maud Beazr

Newberry, Fa.
As a result of prayer, every man in

asser:lb1y has gone back to work. Some had b
idle from two to four 5's6r.s. As a result
Lord is prospering the church financial
Already we have taken steps to acquire


