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Crucifixion
Seeley D. Kinne

Man as be is in his present fal len state is

."narated from and independent of God. This

i-"'^n ubnotmal condition, since he was created

i"^, a habitation or temple of God, a place for

i"a to operate and manifest or express Himself;
] i ." t f tut he might enjov communion, fel lowship
i)7- int i*ute association with the Divine Being.
i iJ in his perverted state, his heart att i tudes

i,irjin" awav from God. [Iis ninci is a stronghold

ooainst God. His wil l  is rebell ious, stubborn

lid *uyttutd. His body is weakened and unyield'

ing.-- 
iarious means and processes God uses to de-

liver and restore man. Among these is what is

called crucif ixion. Spir i tual ly sp*raking, crtt '

ci f ixion is not the destruction of any faculty

or power of man. The trouble withman is that
he is in a state of independent activity of his

various powers and facult ies. These independ'
ent activit ies that are separated fromGodhave
to be broken up and el ininated. This is done
by several different processes working under
the power of the SPiri t .

The f irst of these operations cones as vrhat
nay be called the death, negative or destruc-
t ive,  s ide of  the Spi r i t  Bapt ism,  as descr ibed
in Rom. 6:1-15. It  is named "dead," "baptized
into FI is  deatb,"  "buf i r :C,"  "p lanter l , "  "o ldman
crucif ied with Him, " "body of sin destroyed."
0n account of the Pentecostal work becoming
shallow and lacking in power, those receiving
the Spir i t  baptism late years have not the depth,
but lack in crucif ixion. If  the old t ime power
be ful ly restored and deep crucif ixion accom.
pany, our people wouid be very different in
quali ty.

When such condit ions obtain there is one
remedy; tbat is, earnest seeking Godandtaking
up the cross given us. Unti l  rve are crucif ied,
we are not f i t ted for large and free recetrl t ion
and exercise of gifts. But the bnginning gifts
assist in crucif ixion processes because they
often cause undiscovered traits to operate and
thereby be exposed to the dealingsof the Lord.

Crucif ixion is not wrought by self devised
works of penance or severe austerit ies. "But
tI '  through being under the sway of the Spir i t ,
vou are putt ing your old bodily habits to death,
You  w i i l  l i ve . "  Rom.  8 :13 .

The old natural man is crucif ied by the di-
rection and operation of the Eloiy Spir i t ;  that
ts'  by the cross of Christ, which is by the
Dower of God working in man bringing hino to

proper relation with God. We are not to seek
or make a cross, but take the cross God gives
us. By obedience and faith accept whatever
adverse crucifying circumstance, relation or
condit ion may come, however bitter or uncom'
for tab le i t  be,  say ing,  I  accept  th is f ronGod;
I reckon myseif to be dead indeed to al l  i ts
distress and suffering; I glory in the cross.
This wil l  bring joy, victory and peace in the
cross bearing, and wil l  bring separation from
the f lesh and l iving in the Spir i t?

The crucifying processes are described as
fu l ler 'ssoap,  re f iner 's  f i re ,  fan,  scourge,  chas '
tisement and divine breath. These processes
are exactly adapted by divine wisdom to each
one's f ieculiar characterist ics, and wi11, when
rightly taken, acccmplisb destruction of wrong
tendencies.

Circumstances arising from reiations in the
family, the shop, the assembly, through losses
in f inances, of fr iends, reputation, fel lowship,
health and al l  sorts of tr ials, bring about cru-
cifying condit ions, when \re are r ightly exer'
cised thereby.

Cruc i f ix ion is  des i rab le,  essent ia l  and to
be courted. Thereby are we conformed to the
wi l l  o f  God and made Chr is t - l ike.  The wi l l  is
brought into harmony with the wil l  of God. i t
is delivered from its wayward, stubborn, rebel '
l ious tendencies, so that God can work in i t
to wil l  and to <io of His good pleasure. The
beart is made sweet, gentle, tender, holy, plac-
id. The mind is reconstructed. Its reckless
wild ramblings cease. Reason, perception, mem-
ory, imagination and al l  i ts powersarebrought
to -function in the Spir i t .  The body becomes
pliable and tractable.

But the worlr of God in us is greatly hindered
where one is lukewarm. So many for this rea-
son are not workable. If God is to work upon
us His crucifying processes, we must be kept
by 'r"he constant f low of IIoly Spir i t  anointings.
To keep these outpourings of Holy Spir i t 's grace
and power one must incessantly arrd di l igently
pray and seetrr God, and walk in the Spirit.

Our leisure hours are ordinari ly the sweetest
and pleasantest for ourselves; wecanneverem'
ploy them better than in refreshing ourspir i tual
sirength, by a secret and int imate communion
with God. Prayer is so necessary, and the source
of so many blessings that hewbohasdiscovered
the treasure, cannot be prevented from having
recourse to it, whenever he has an opportunity.
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